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2021 Current Fiscal Year Report: Interagency Pain Research Coordinating

Committee 

Report Run Date: 05/07/2021 10:13:02 AM

1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
Department of Health and Human Services           2021

3. Committee or Subcommittee           3b. GSA Committee No.
Interagency Pain Research Coordinating Committee           73655

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 07/08/2020 07/08/2022

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Statutory (Congress Created)

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
42 USC 284 01/01/2010 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of

Reports

No Reports for this

FiscalYear
                                                    

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates

No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants

18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)

18d. Total



0.000.0019. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The Interagency Pain Research Coordinating Committee accomplishes its purpose by

meeting regularly to coordinate all pain research efforts within HHS and across other

relevant Federal Agencies. These meetings have resulted in recommendations to ensure

no unnecessary duplication of effort, to identify critical gaps in knowledge, to disseminate

information, and develop strategies for pain prevention, treatment, management,

education, and research. The Committee also establishes expert work groups to address

IPRCC goals and objectives.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

The Committee is composed of not more than 7 voting Federal representatives from

agencies that conduct pain care research and treatment and 12 non-Federal voting

members. The 12 non-Federal members include (a) 6 non-Federal members from among

scientists, physicians, and other health professionals and (b) 6 non-Federal members

from members of the general public who are representatives of leading research,

advocacy, and service organizations for individuals with pain-related conditions.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

The committee met twice in this reporting period.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

The composition of the committee provides a unique balance of expertise and opinions

that cannot be obtained totally from federal staff across multiple agencies or on an ad hoc

basis because of the diversity in scientific and non-scientific viewpoints needed, the

importance of non-federal perspectives, and the need for continuity as the Committee

considers issues over time.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?

N/A

21. Remarks

Based on the assignment of duties, the Designated Federal Official and the committee

decision maker positions are both held by Dr. Linda Porter. Administrative Extensions:

Drs. Buckenmaier, Carr, Clark, Helmick, Koroshetz, Kerns, Mr. Carter, Ms. Herman, and

Ms. Hammitt were administratively extended while new nominees are being reviewed for

this year's IPRCC nomination slate. Term end dates were updated to reflect the admin



extensions. Jan Chambers end date was updated. She was administratively extended

until 11/30/2019 for FY20. Her administrative extension was ended early when

replacement member was appointed. Term has been updated. Members: Dr. Martha

Somerman's term date was updated. She retired from NIH and the committee on

12/31/2019. Dr. Sharon Hertz's end date was updated as she retired from her position at

FDA, which ended her term on the committee. Dr. Chester Buckenmaier's start date was

not accurate on last year's report - a slight typo, the date was off by 2 days. It was

updated for FY 2020. Members Fillingim, Pasternak and Underwood were serving on

administrative extensions until their replacements were appointed. The reported dates on

last year’s report were the full extension, but those extended terms ended early as the

new 2020 members were appointed and the end dates are less than reported last year.

Daily salary costs have been estimated for Federal members of this committee. The dollar

figure represents a portion of their annual salary. No funds have been transferred

between the committee and the agency. No additional funds are paid to Federal

employees due to membership on this committee. Note: The COVID-19 pandemic started

in March 2020, which required that the June IPRCC meeting be held virtually in this fiscal

year. Virtual meetings will continue into FY 2021 indefinitely due to the pandemic.

Designated Federal Officer

Linda L. Porter Health Science Policy Advisor
Committee

Members
Start End Occupation

Member

Designation

BUCKENMAIER, III,

CHESTER 
 04/10/2018  07/31/2021 

Director, Defense and Veterans Center for Integrative Pain

Management, Uniformed Services University

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

CARTER,

GEORGE 
 07/22/2018  07/31/2021 Patient Advocate, Sickle Cell Chapters of Virginia

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Carr, Daniel  10/29/2017  07/31/2021 
Professor, Department of Public Health and Community

Medicine, Tufts University

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Clark, David  04/11/2018  07/31/2021 
Associate Chief of Staff for Research, VA Palo Alto Health Care

System

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Darnall, Beth  06/07/2020  07/31/2022 

PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIOLOGY,

PERIOPERATIVE AND PAIN MEDICINE, STANFORD

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Goertz, Christine  06/07/2020  07/31/2022 Chief Executive Officer

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member



HAMMITT,

KATHERINE 
 07/22/2018  07/31/2021 

Vice President of Medical and Scientific Affairs, Sjogren's

Syndrome Foundation

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

HERMAN, GWENN  07/22/2018  07/31/2021 Clinical Director, Pain Connection, U.S. Pain Foundation

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Helmick, Charles  01/29/2018  07/31/2021 
Senior Medical Epidemiologist, National Center for Chronic

Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, CDC

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

KERNS, ROBERT  07/22/2018  07/31/2021 Professor of Psychiatry, Yale University School of Medicine

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Kato, Elisabeth  06/07/2020  07/31/2022 
Medical Officer, Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement,

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Koroshetz, Walter  01/29/2018  07/31/2021 Director, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Langevin, Helene  02/01/2019  07/31/2022 
Director, National Center for Complementary and Integrative

Health

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Moron-Concepcion,

Jose 
 06/07/2020  07/31/2022 

Professor, Dept of Anesthesiology, Washington University Pain

Center

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Pinkham, Sue  06/07/2020  07/31/2022 
President, Board of Directors, The Coalition Against Pediatric

Pain

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Rodriguez, Irma  06/07/2020  07/31/2022 
Chair, Board of Directors, INTERSTITIAL CYSTITIS

ASSOCIATION

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Schwetz, Tara  10/18/2019  07/31/2023 Associate Deputy Director, NIH

Regular

Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Williams, David  06/07/2020  07/31/2022 
Professor, Dept of Anesthesiology, Medicine, Psychiatry and

Psychology, University of Michigan

Special

Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 18

Narrative Description

As specified in Public Law 111-148 (“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act”) and

amended in H.R. 6, (“Support for Patients and Communities Act”) the Committee will: (A)



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

develop a summary of advances in pain care research supported or conducted by the

Federal agencies relevant to the diagnosis, prevention, treatment, and management of

pain and diseases and disorders associated with pain, including information on best

practices for the utilization of non-pharmacologic treatments, non-addictive medical

products, and other drugs or devices approved or cleared by the Food and Drug

Administration; (B) identify critical gaps in basic and clinical research on the symptoms

and causes of pain, including the identification of relevant biomarkers and screening

models and the epidemiology of acute and chronic pain; the diagnosis, prevention,

treatment, and management of acute and chronic pain, including with respect to

non-pharmacologic treatments, non-addictive medical products, and other drugs or

devices approved or cleared by the Food and Drug Administration; and risk factors for,

and early warning signs of, substance use disorders in populations with acute and chronic

pain; (C) make recommendations to the Director of NIH to ensure that the activities of the

National Institutes of Health and other Federal agencies are free of unnecessary

duplication of effort; on how best to disseminate information on pain care and

epidemiological data related to acute and chronic pain; and on how to expand

partnerships between public entities and private entities to expand collaborative,

cross-cutting research. 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements

Other

Outcome Comments

NA

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000



$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

The committee's mission includes making recommendations to ensure that the activities

of the National Institutes of Health and other Federal agencies are free of unnecessary

duplication of effort and making recommendations on how to expand partnerships

between public entities and private entitites to expand collaborative, cross-cutting

research.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

8 

Number of Recommendations Comments

The committee did not produce any new recommendations.. The SUPPORT Act

expanded the scope of the IPRCC as to the research gap areas that the committee needs

to address and reporting on science advances.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

75% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

N/A

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

25% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Science advances are reported annually. The National Pain Strategy implementation is

expected to take five years. The Federal Pain Research Strategy priority research areas

benchmark currently are being reviewed. Updates on priority research areas identified by

the Federal Pain Research Strategy are provided regularly to the IPRCC and NIH. Many



Checked if Applies

priority research areas were funded by the NIH HEAL initiative.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

The committee receives feedback through minutes and reports presented at meetings.

The IPRCC Federal Designated Official has provided updates on IPRCC activities related

to relevant legislation (e.g. SUPPORT ACT) to federal agencies and congressional staff

as appropriate. The IPRCC also receives feedback from federal agencies on relevant

activities as mandated in the ACA and SUPPORT ACT through their regularly held

meetings.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

NIH had led this effort to collect, collate, and publicly convey major advances in pain

research over the past three years. Summaries of major advances have been posted to

the website. NIH, with the oversight of the committee, developed and maintains annually a

database on all federal pain research. Grants and contracts support the objectives of the

National Pain Strategy. These projects are ongoing. NIH led the effort to develop a

long-term strategic plan to advance pain research. The report was released in October

2017 and is in use to guide new initiatives on pain research including many to address the

opioid crisis.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

NA



Checked if Applies

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

Information on the IPRCC may be obtained from Dr. Linda Porter at

porterl@ninds.nih.gov or from the website: https://iprcc.nih.gov/


