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1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year

Agency for International Development           2024

3. Committee or Subcommittee           
3b. GSA

Committee No.

Board for International Food and

Agricultural Development
          1053

4. Is this New During

Fiscal Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected

Renewal Date

7. Expected

Term Date

No 03/09/2023 03/09/2025

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific

Termination

Authority

8c. Actual

Term Date

No

9. Agency

Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation

Req to Terminate?

10b.

Legislation

Pending?

Continue No Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Statutory (Congress Created)

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13.

Effective

Date

14.

Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?

Section 298, Title XII,

Chapter 2 of Part 1 of the

Foreign Assistance Act of

1961, as amended.

12/20/1975Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Scientific Technical Program

Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of Reports 1                                                     

16b. Report

Date
Report Title  

 11/17/2023https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/climatereport2023

Number of Committee Reports Listed: 1

17a.

Open
 17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total



0.000.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

Next

FY

Current

FY

Meetings and Dates

No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to

Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to

Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to

Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to

Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to

Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to

Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to

Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to

Non-member Consultants

18c. Other(rents,user charges,

graphics, printing, mail, etc.)

18d. Total

19. Federal Staff Support Years

(FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its

purpose?

The Committee (BIFAD) assists USAID in the

administration of programs authorized by Title XII.

More specifically, this includes participating in the

planning, development and implementation of,

initiating recommendations for, and monitoring of

the Section 297 program components of Title XII

through U.S. public universities and their

public/private partners. Title XII Section 297

activities support agricultural development in



developing countries by: 1) building institutional

capacity and human resource skills, 2) providing

long-term U.S. university program support for

global collaborative research and learning, 3)

involving U.S. universities more fully in the

international network of agricultural science, and

4) providing program support for international

agricultural research centers, special research

problems and national research systems. The

Committee accomplishes its purpose by

convening public meetings 2-3 times a year and

commissioning in-depth studies. The BIFAD

members focus on higher-level. strategically

oriented issues, and the BIFAD subordinate units

focus on operational, planning, and

implementation issues. All BIFAD activities are

coordinated through the BIFAD secretariat located

in the Bureau for Resilience, Environment, and

Food Security at USAID and via a support

mechanism.

20b. How does the Committee balance its

membership?

The membership is drawn from U.S. public

universities, U.S. agro-industry and non-profit

organizations concerned with international

agricultural development.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the

Committee Meetings?

There are two or three public meetings a year to

gather testimony, exchange information, and

deliberate recommendations to the Agency on any

issue requested.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this

committee provides be obtained elsewhere?

BIFAD is statutorily mandated to provide USAID a

unique point of access and strategic cooperation



with U.S. universities and colleges that are

implementing their own international agricultural

development programs based on domestic

regional, state and local security and economic

prosperity imperatives. BIFAD coordination not

only provides USAID systematic access to the

top-level scientific, technical and institutional

expertise to address critical international food,

climate and agriculture development challenges,

but it also enables USAID to lead a truly

whole-of-U.S. government response to global food

security by enlisting the support of not only our

federal government partners but our state and

local government partners as well.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or

partially closed committee meetings?

There are no closed meetings. However, BIFAD

does hold administrative meetings for planning

purposes or to gather information.

21. Remarks

BIFAD held four public meetings in FY 2023: On

October 19, 2022, BIFAD convened a public

meeting, Fed to Thrive: Accelerating Action on

Nourishing Foods for Infants and Young Children,

as a side event of the 2022 Borlaug Dialogue at

the World Food Prize under the theme “Feeding a

Fragile World”. The following recommendations

from that meeting were transmitted to USAID's

Administrator on July 7, 2023: - Elevate

improvement of diets of infants and children six to

23 months as central in USAID’s multi-sectoral

nutrition programming. - Organize USAID

resources and structures to maximize

multi-sectoral integration and long-term efforts.

Identify and scale up promising solutions to

address gaps in infant and young children’s diets.

- Focus social assistance programs to target



households with women and children in the first

1,000 days to improve access to and uptake of

nutritious diets for infants and young children. -

Leverage USAID’s knowledge assets, convening

power, and influence to partner with host-country

governments and international bodies to improve

the policy and regulatory environment for

children’s diets, including standards for

specialized complementary foods and related

products. - Position young children’s right to

nutritious diets as an essential priority in national

development agendas. - Support development of

an enabling environment for food industries,

particularly small- and medium-scale enterprises,

including improving access to necessary financing

and technical assistance, and providing incentives

for them to produce affordable and safe

nutrient-dense foods for children six to 23 months

of age. An Agency response to these

recommendations is under preparation. BIFAD

hosted a public meeting, Transformative Pathways

Toward a Climate-Resilient Agriculture, Food, and

Nutrition System: A Public Consultation Ahead of

the 27th Conference of Parties, on October 26,

2022 to present the preliminary findings of a

commissioned study on systemic solutions for

climate change adaptation and mitigation in

agricultural, nutrition, and food systems. In

consultation with the agricultural, nutrition, food

systems, and climate change communities, BIFAD

sought input on the emerging findings and aims to

strengthen the study recommendations and

ensure their utility to improve long-term food

security and inform ambitious implementation of

USAID’s Climate Strategy. Final recommendations

from the study were transmitted to USAID on

November 17, 2023 and can be found at the

following link:

https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/climatereport2023.



BIFAD hosted a public meeting on June 28, 2023

entitled, "A Public Consultation on BIFAD’s Plans

to Launch a Subcommittee on Minority Serving

Institution Engagement and Leadership in

USAID’s Agricultural, Food Security, and Nutrition

Programming", to identify how USAID can best

elevate opportunities and resources of U.S.

Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs) in the

implementation of the U.S. Government Global

Food Security Strategy. BIFAD has not yet

transmitted recommendations from this public

meeting to USAID. BIFAD hosted a full-day,

in-person public meeting on September 11, 2022,

to address the opportunities and challenges of

transformational climate change adaptation and

mitigation in USAID’s agricultural, nutrition, and

food systems programming. The meeting

highlighted a draft commissioned report guided by

the BIFAD Subcommittee on Systemic Solutions

for Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Food Systems, a

subordinate unit of BIFAD established in June,

2022 in response to a USAID request for advice

on addressing the climate crisis in agricultural,

nutrition, and food systems. The program included

Agency, stakeholder, and public insights and

deliberation of draft recommendations from the

report on integrating climate change adaptation

and mitigation opportunities within USAID’s

agricultural, nutrition, and food system

programming, research investments, and

operational practices, as well as mobilizing climate

finance for more resilient and sustainable food

systems. The final recommendations from this

meeting and the commissioned report were

transmitted to USAID on November 17, 2023 and

can be found at this link:

https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/climatereport2023. On

May 20, 2022, BIFAD transmitted



recommendations to USAID from the FY 2021

October 13, 2020 public meeting, Agricultural

Growth, Economic Transformation, and the

Journey to Self-Reliance: Implications for USAID

Programming and associated commissioned study

(see https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/documents for all

meeting materials, findings, conclusions, and

recommendations, and agency responses). The

recommendations describe opportunities for

USAID to contribute to economic transformation

and resilience and to support African governments

and partners. 1. Support COVID-19 recovery:

Support African countries in recovering from the

economic and social setbacks of the COVID-19

pandemic. Post-stabilization, support African

countries in addressing other crucial challenges to

maintain progress. 2. Support African countries in

accelerating productivity-led agricultural growth:

Support African-led adaptive agricultural scientific

research and extension systems and improve the

policy environment to support agricultural

productivity growth. Sustained progress toward

economic transformation and resilience

increasingly depend on raising the productivity of

existing farmland. The goals of feeding Africa’s

growing population and conserving the planet’s

natural resources, diverse ecosystems, and the

services they provide will be more effectively

achieved through productivity improvements on

existing farmland instead of area expansion. 3.

Support African countries in improving the policy

environment: Support African countries in the

development of constituencies for policy reform

from the bottom up, particularly among citizens

and businesses. Support African countries to

encourage their citizens to consider the benefits of

low-visibility policy areas like agricultural research

and development; to improve budget transparency

and citizen access and oversight of agricultural



budgets; and to support capacity development of

smallholder and business organizations to ensure

equal standing at the negotiating table with

governments. Support African countries in

assuring policy coherence across policy goals in

agriculture, health, education, and

decentralization. Recognize the variation that

exists in country economic circumstances, political

incentives, and state capacities when designing

interventions. Commission analysis of case

studies to understand the specific political

economic dimensions that lead to policy

improvements in some countries with the view

toward informing USAID’s partnerships with host

governments. 4. Support African countries in

expanding employment opportunities for young

Africans: While sometimes framed as a youth

employment challenge, the challenge is

fundamentally a broader "missing jobs” crisis that

reflects structural constraints on private

investment and associated growth in new job

opportunities, such as agricultural value-addition.

Priorities for addressing this challenge include (1)

policies that encourage economic growth and

better jobs throughout the economy; (2) public

investments that leverage new private investment

and job opportunities; and (3) investments in

human and organizational capacity development

in Africa. Improving the productivity of the labor

force is one of the most important avenues to

making households, communities, and nations

more resilient to pandemics, weather

disturbances, and other shocks. 5. Support African

countries in achieving economic empowerment for

women: (1) Improve support to voluntary family

planning and reproductive health services to give

women greater control over their lives; (2)

eliminate the gender education gap; (3) reform

legal systems that deny women control of income,



assets, and inheritance; (4) invest to decrease

“women’s time poverty”; and (5) foster agency

(ability to choose how to use one’s own time and

economic resources) to reduce the negative

impact of gender norms on women’s lives. 6.

Support African countries in capturing

opportunities for intra-African agricultural trade: (1)

Support the African Continental Free Trade Area

(AfCFTA); (2) develop transport and

communications infrastructure between African

countries to reduce costs and risks of trade; and

(3) promote competitiveness by reducing costs of

production through agricultural R&D&E. 7. Support

African countries in reducing the infrastructural

deficit: (1) Improve management to achieve

increased quantity and quality from existing

infrastructure; (2) improve planning and project

selection to achieve higher rates of return on

investment; and (3) improve the enabling

environment for private financing. 8. Leverage

U.S. strengths in institutional capacity

development: USAID is particularly well suited for

institutional capacity development, especially for

African agricultural R&D&E, policy analysis, and

policy implementation. Several recent

USAID-supported programs offer lessons on how

to improve capacity in agricultural policy

development. 9. Leverage USAID convening

power and U.S. global leadership in agricultural

innovation: USAID can convene and leverage the

capacity of U.S. global leadership in agricultural

science and innovation through the U.S.

Department of Agriculture (USDA), the land-grant

university system, and its robust agri-food

business sector for trade and development.

Supporting agricultural productivity-led growth will

contribute to U.S. government-wide objectives for

foreign assistance, including promoting country

self-reliance and development, increasing private



sector engagement to modernize and transform

food systems, and supporting increased trade

along agricultural value chains. Leverage USAID’s

strengths in investing in the agricultural sector and

encouraging private investment in agri-food

systems. The Agency sent a response to BIFAD

on these recommendations on November 14,

2023. The agency response was posted on

https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/documents at the

following link:

https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/document/agency-response-agricultural-productivity-growth-resilience-and-economic-transformation-sub-saharan-africa-implications-usaid

BIFAD sent recommendations from its May 23,

2022 public meeting, The Global Food Security

Crisis: Exploring the Evidence Base and Lessons

from the Past to Strengthen Agricultural, Nutrition,

and Food Systems in the Face of Shocks, to

USAID on December 19, 2022. The

recommendations included the following: 1.

Identify frameworks and/or examples of successful

integration of humanitarian aid and longer-term

assistance investments. Invest to understand how

best to support immediate crisis response while

also building longer-term food and nutrition

systems resilience. Identify opportunities for

integration of assistance investments with shorter

and longer time scales across the Agency. 2.

Invest to better understand consumption patterns.

Invest in research to understand what people are

eating (across different income groups, age

groups, and genders) and what they want to eat,

including local and indigenous foods. This should

include information on both expenditure patterns

and details on actual household consumption

quantities. This research should support USAID’s

decisions on priority interventions to support

improved access to affordable, safe, and nutritious

diets and further elevate the importance of

nutrition and dietary patterns for resilient food

systems. 3. Invest to deepen understanding of



how food, nutrition, and agricultural system actors

are responding to multiple shocks and the

implications for food system resilience. While

combined and simultaneous shocks have only

recently become the reality for some, multiple

shocks have long been the reality of certain

regions of Asia and Africa. Research to

understand the drivers of past resilience in those

regions, alongside research to understand how

current system actors are responding to multiple

shocks, will be important to guide strategies to

support food system resilience. An Agency

response to these recommendations is under

preparation.
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Number of Committee Members Listed: 18

Narrative Description

Title XII food and agricultural development programs implemented

through U.S. public universities and colleges represent an

important segment of the U.S. Feed the Future strategic food

security programming. BIFAD provides recommendations on Title

XII aspects of Feed the Future, specifically related to collaborative

research and capacity development. BIFAD also coordinates more

full and robust utilization of U.S. public university and colleges and

their private/public partners to address agricultural development

challenges facing the developing countries under Feed the Future. 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated

with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction



Checked if Applies

Implementation of laws or regulatory

requirements

Other

Outcome Comments

Not Applicable

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

BIFAD does not review specific projects or agency initiatives whereby a cost-saving

analysis would occur. BIFAD focuses its attention at the policy and strategic level as

related to USAID's food security and agricultural programs.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

9 

Number of Recommendations Comments

There were 9 recommendations transmitted in FY 2023.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

0% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

NA



Checked if Applies

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

100% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Please see

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/Summary-of-Findings-and-Recommendations_BIFAD-184th-Public-Meeting.pdf

for recommendations on resilient food systems that are being partially implemented. An

Agency response is under preparation. Please see

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/Fed-to-Thrive-Findings-Conclusions-and-Recommendations.pdf

for recommendations on affordability of safe and nutritious complementary foods for

infants and young children that are being partially implemented. An Agency response is

under preparation.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

Agency feedback is provided via planning, the public meetings, and formal responses to

BIFAD recommendations. Agency responses to the BIFAD recommendations from the

May 23 2022 and October 19, 2022 public meetings are under way. The agency response

will be made available on the website https://www.usaid.gov/bifad/documents

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

BIFAD's FY 2023 work plan includes the overarching goal to provide evidence-based

recommendations to USAID and the broader development community and amplify this

evidence to inform strategy, policy, and programming that build resilient and sustainable

food and nutrition systems to reduce extreme poverty and malnutrition in a changing



Checked if Applies

climate. Three priority work streams include: 1. Strengthening agricultural and food

systems to respond to global food security crises and to mitigate the impacts of shocks

(i.e., conflict, pandemics, climate change). 2. Improving the affordability of safe and

nutritious foods. 3. Adapting to and Mitigating Climate Change in Agricultural and Food

Systems BIFAD is also committed to intentionally embedding the the following

cross-cutting themes across the three priority work streams: 1. Diversity, equity, inclusion,

and accessibility, including engagement of minority-serving institutions and women's

empowerment and economic empowerment. 2. Locally led development 3. Research and

Development 4. Higher education engagement 5. Private sector engagement

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

Not applicable

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

N/A


