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2021 Current Fiscal Year Report: National Cooperative Geologic Mapping

Program 

Report Run Date: 05/12/2021 10:47:06 PM

1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
Department of the Interior           2021

3. Committee or Subcommittee           3b. GSA Committee No.
National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program           245

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 06/22/2020 06/22/2022

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Statutory (Congress Created)

12. Specific Establishment Authority
13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
43 U.S.C. 31a-h (Sec. 5, PL 102-285, 106 Stat.

166, 169, 5/18/92)
02/08/1993 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of

Reports

No Reports for this

FiscalYear
                                                    

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates

No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants

18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)



0.000.00

$0.00$0.0018d. Total

19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The Federal Advisory Committee for the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program

meets to evaluate progress made towards fulfilling the Federal, State, and Educational

components of the National Geologic Mapping Act (NGMA)as well as an evaluation of the

progress of the National Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program

(NGGDPP) as established by the NGGDPP Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–58).

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

The committee consists of the following: two USGS ex officio members (Chair/Vice Chair),

four Federal ex-officio members, two State representatives, two private-sector

representatives, and one academic representative, which is mandated by its law.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

The committee meets at least annually.The Chair may call other meetings of the Advisory

Committee as deemed appropriate. Meetings are called to improve coordination among

Federal, State, academic, and private sector institutions involved in geologic mapping and

the earth sciences.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

No other organization or group exists that provides the breadth of Federal, State,

private-sector, and academic membership.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?

All meetings of the Advisory Committee are open unless otherwise specified.

21. Remarks

One meeting was held during FY 2020; the Committee met via teleconference at the

beginning of FY2020 on October 31, 2019. The primary focus of this meeting was to

finalize FY19 recommendations that were drafted during an in-person FY19 meeting in

August 2019. No additional FAC action was taken in FY20 (other than Charter Renewal)

due to disruption related to COVID-19.

Designated Federal Officer

John C. Brock NCGMP Program Coordinator
Committee

Members
Start End Occupation Member Designation



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

Brock, John  10/04/2009  10/04/2025 
Program Coordinator, USGS, Designated

Federal Officer

Regular Government Employee (RGE)

Member

Gallagher, Kevin  10/01/2010  10/04/2025 
Associate Director for Core Science Systems,

Chair

Regular Government Employee (RGE)

Member

Johnson, Aaron  01/18/2017  01/18/2022 Private Sector - Director, AIPG Representative Member

Rogers, Mark  05/27/2016  05/27/2021 Professional Geologist / Consultant Representative Member

Schmitt, James  01/18/2017  01/18/2022 Professor Representative Member

Stock, Gregory  04/30/2019  04/30/2024 Geologist, National Park Service, Interior
Regular Government Employee (RGE)

Member

Thorleifson,

Leonard 
 01/18/2017  01/18/2022 Minnesota State Geologist Representative Member

Wunsch, David  12/19/2018  12/19/2023 Director, Delaware Geological Survey Representative Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 8

Narrative Description

The Committee shall: Periodically review and critique the implementation plan prepared

by the Secretary, acting through the Director of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) for

the National Cooperative Geologic Mapping Program and the National Geological and

Geophysical Data Preservation Program; review the scientific progress of the programs;

and submit an annual report to the Secretary that evaluates the progress of the Federal,

State, and University geologic mapping activities and evaluates the progress made toward

fulfilling the purposes of the Act as well as an evaluation of the progress of the National

Geological and Geophysical Data Preservation Program (NGGDPP) as established by the

NGGDPP Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–58). 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements

Other

Outcome Comments

NA

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?



None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

NA

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

119 

Number of Recommendations Comments

In FY20, the Committee finalized and continued working towards recommendations that

were initially drafted at the end of FY19. To clarify: No new recommendations were made

in FY20 as the Committee did not have a full formal in-person meeting due to COVID. The

Committee finalized FY19 recommendations, drafted at the end of FY19, and for the

duration of FY20 the NCGMP and NGGDPP worked towards acting on these

recommendations. The Committee made 11 recommendations at the end of FY19:

NGGDPP 1. Recommend NGGDPP consider broadening eligibility for grant program to

include regional repositories and support facilities, possibly in collaboration with

universities. This could include funding for teaching labs and “themed” facilities focused

on specific types of minerals, core, etc. This could expand the reach of the program and

raise the visibility, in conjunction with better marketing. 2. Recommend NGGDPP look at

the NCGMP approach to EarthMRI dollars and consider adopting a similar approach;

since this supplemental funding is not part of the NCGMP allocation, the EarthMRI award

process does not require match or formal panel review; this could be helpful to NGGDPP

in bolstering data preservation grants with EarthMRI funds. 3. Recommend NGGDPP

pursue collaborative opportunities with Stephanie Gaswirth and the National Cooperative

Energy Data Repository. 4. Consider adding GeMS requirement language to NGGDPP

Program Announcement. Recommend NGGDPP work with Earth MRI Program

Coordinator on possible Earth MRI funding for GeMS to supplement NGGDPP awards.

NCGMP 5. Recommend exploring possibilities for targeted 3D geologic mapping efforts

coordinating between FEDMAP and the National Park Service, building upon previous



successful mapping efforts in National Parks. 6. Recommend NCGMP explore new

avenues for outreach and promotion of the Program. Specifically: develop an informal

advertisement (such as a postcard) that would not require the lengthy publications review

process – AASG would be happy to distribute; advertise the EDMAP Program

Announcement through GSAToday; pursue GSA GeoCorps intern or contractor support to

develop metrics and statistics to illustrate the Program’s successes; seek opportunities to

highlight EDMAP students, including an article in AIPG’s The Professional Geologist;

expand recognition for winners of the Best Student Geologic Map Competition, including

coordination with high-level University staff and invited guest seminar at the USGS. 7.

Recommend NCGMP clarify EDMAP Program Announcement to clearly stipulate that any

and all faculty are eligible – including adjunct faculty members employed at State

Geological Surveys. 8. Consider the possibility of setting aside a portion of NCGMP

discretionary funds for the production of specific, targeted derivative products, intended to

raise the profile of NCGMP and the program’s ability to meet the needs of stakeholders

nationwide. 9. Recommend NCGMP present on Earth MRI status and future plans at

2020 AASG Annual Meeting. 10. If NCGMP receives increase to allocation, recommend

the program explore the possibility/viability of a composite-match approach for

STATEMAP funding, thereby enabling some smaller states to apply for more funding

when they would otherwise be at a disadvantage with the 1:1 match requirement for each

individual state. Other Committee Recommendations 11. Suggest both NCGMP and

NGGDPP work together to hold intensive, hands-on GeMS workshops modeled after

Digital Mapping Techniques.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

75% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

Not Applicable

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

25% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Not Applicable

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

Feedback is provided at the next annual committee meeting.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

The agency (USGS) has no regulatory or legislative components.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

NA

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

NA


