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2021 Current Fiscal Year Report: United States International Digital

Economy and Telecommunication Advisory Committee 

Report Run Date: 04/26/2021 04:49:00 PM

1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
Department of State           2021

3. Committee or Subcommittee           
3b. GSA

Committee No.
United States International Digital Economy and

Telecommunication Advisory Committee
          1846

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 07/06/2018 06/30/2022

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No AGENCY

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue No Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Agency Authority

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
22 U.S.C. 2656 02/15/1994 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of

Reports

No Reports for this

FiscalYear
                                                    

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates

No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants



0.000.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.0018c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)

18d. Total

19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

In FY2020, the ITAC was rechartered and renamed as the International Digital Economy

and Telecommunications (IDET) Federal Advisory Committee. This rechartered

committee will advise the Department of State with respect to, and provide strategic

planning recommendations on, digital economy, digital connectivity, economic aspects of

emerging digital technologies, telecommunications, and communication and information

policy matters, including those related to the U.S. participation in the work of the

International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the Organization of American States

Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), the Organization for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

Forum Telecommunications and Information Working Group, the Group of Seven (G7),

the Group of Twenty (G20) Digital Economy Task Force, and relevant standards setting

bodies. The Committee provides an effective, efficient and practical mechanism to support

the Department with respect to United States engagement in these international

engagements. In particular, the Committee assists in advancing and protecting American

interests by providing advice on international digital economy and telecommunication

policy and technical matters related to positions for various conferences and meetings.

Some proposed USA contributions on technical matters are prepared and coordinated

within the relevant preparatory process separate from the Committee, and are submitted

to the Department as consensus positions of the US telecommunications industry for

formal action (normally referred to an accredited U.S. delegation for presentation and

support at an international meeting). Specialized advice and recommendations are

prepared at relevant preparatory meetings to address specific agendas, including those

related meetings of the technical Study Groups of the ITU sectors, more general ITU

meetings of advisory management and governance groups, and various quadrennial

plenipotentiary assemblies and conferences. Of the advice presented to the Department

of State by the Committee in the form of recommended contributions to ITU meetings,

approximately 98% are adopted and forwarded by the Department to these international

organizations as United States positions.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

Together, the membership of the IDET will represent a balance of interests and diverse

viewpoints and have substantial expertise participating in international organizations

addressing communications and information technical and digital economy policy issues.

Committee membership is open to applicants from all government agencies, and all



telecommunication stakeholders (network operators, service providers, recognized

operating agencies, equipment vendors, associations, academic institutions, civil society,

individuals or other entities expressing an interest in the technical, regulatory, policy,

and/or administrative activities of the ITU, CITEL, OECD, and APEC TEL as well as any

other relevant matters). The Committee is well known to the telecommunications

community, and has expanded its outreach to the Internet community in order to maintain

a balanced level of participation and advice as Internet issues have increasingly appeared

on ITU agendas. Advice and recommendations to the Department are developed on the

basis of broad consensus of members that declare an interest, and is thus consistent with

the multistakeholder environment that the US firmly supports for governance of the

Internet. The Department publishes Committee meeting notices in the Federal Register

and maintains a broad-based distribution list to invite participation by all stakeholders. In

the case of very highly specialized issues, the Department may contact specific agencies

and/or segments of industry to ensure broader participation when necessary.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

Committee meetings are generally held each quarter, but meetings to prepare for

international meetings are held more often in order to provide sufficient oversight of issues

and contributions to the ITU, CITEL and related international organizations. Although

Committee meetings are regularly scheduled to occur each quarter, international meeting

programs and schedules may influence the exact committee dates. In FY2020 the

Committee held only two meetings due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

Advice and participation of stakeholders is required to develop positions that meet both

U.S. government public interest obligations and private sector marketplace and economic

objectives in international organizations. While there are other potential sources of advice

on international digital economy and telecommunications issues, they usually represent

narrow or specialized interests, often in direct competition with one another. The ability of

the Committee to develop consensus positions and participate in developing positions for

international meetings is a model of the US objective in implementing and maintaining a

multistakeholder environment. The Committee's benefits to the United States are

recognized overseas. Countries have sought assistance in the past on setting up their

national process for handling telecom policy and technical issues, including an open and

broadly based forum to develop national positions, and some countries have or are

considering their own advisory committee.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

N/A

21. Remarks

N/A

Designated Federal Officer

Daniel M Oates Foreign Affairs Officer

Narrative Description

In its mission of conducting foreign affairs, the Department of State represents the United

States before various UN organizations such as the ITU and other international

organizations. In developing the policy and technical positions for its activities at the ITU

and other international organizations, the Department of State depends on various

interested Government Agencies and stakeholders from a broad range of US digital

economy and telecommunications interests. Stakeholder advice is provided through this

committee. Without this committee, there would be no vehicle for providing advice from

interested parties outside the government. 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements

Other

Outcome Comments

N/A

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine



Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

N/A

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

40 

Number of Recommendations Comments

Preparatory meetings for international meetings develop recommendations for US input

documents to each international meeting. They also recommend US positions on

proposals from other countries. At least 30 preparatory meetings per year are supported

with at least one contribution recommended for approval as a USA contribution for each

ITU meeting, CITEL meeting, etc. During FY2020, the Committee provided

recommendations on U.S. proposals for the ITU WTSA, OECD Digital Economy

meetings; the ITU Council; ITU-R, ITU-D and ITU-T study groups and working parties;

APEC-TEL, and CITEL.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

98% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

It is rare that the recommendations of the Committee are not taken by the Department,

since they represent the consensus of US stakeholders present, to include industry,

government agencies, civil society, and academia.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

2% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments



Checked if Applies

Committee advice is not formally offered nor independently implemented. Committee

meetings are participatory meetings where advice from the non-government participating

stakeholders is a matter of discussion with the agency stakeholders. While the

government and non-government participating stakeholders come to a consensus

agreement on U.S. positions, achieving the consensus is a process.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

US positions are nearly always developed in Committee meetings and the feedback is

instantaneous. Stakeholders have the possibility of participating in U.S. delegations as

Private Sector Advisors or Government Advisors. They shape the input and the outcome

of the international meeting for which they participated in preparations. The results of

major meetings are customarily briefed at the following Committee meeting to establish a

common understanding of U.S. positions, even among those who did not attend the

meeting.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

N/A

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

N/A

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?



Checked if Applies

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

N/A


