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1. Department or Agency

Department of Health and Human Services

2. Fiscal Year
2021

3b. GSA Committee

3. Committee or Subcommittee

National Advisory Board on Medical Rehabilitation

Research 142

4. Is this New During Fiscal 5. Current 6. Expected Renewal 7. Expected Term
Year? Charter Date Date

No 02/19/2019 02/19/2021

8a. Was Terminated During 8b. Specific Termination 8c. Actual Term
FiscalYear? Authority Date

No

9. Agency Recommendation for Next10a. Legislation Req to 10b. Legislation
FiscalYear Terminate? Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable
11. Establishment Authority Statutory (Congress Created)

12. Specific Establishment 13. Effective 14. Commitee 14c.
Authority Date Type Presidential?

42 U.S.C. 285g-4, section 452 11/16/1990 Continuing

No

15. Description of Committee Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of No Reports for this
Reports FiscalYear

17a. Open 0 17b. Closed O 17c. Partially Closed 0 Other Activities 0 17d. Total O

Meetings and Dates
No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants
18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members
18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants

Current FY Next FY

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00



18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.) $0.00 $0.00
18d. Total $0.00 $0.00
19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE) 0.00 0.00

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The National Advisory Board on Medical Rehabilitation Research is composed of 18
appointed members plus 12 ex officio members. This Board interacts with the National
Center for Medical Rehabilitation Research (NCMRR) Eunice Kennedy Shriver National
Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) to advise the Center and the
Institute as a whole on research opportunities, health needs, and other aspects of medical
rehabilitation. The Board is composed of highly qualified scientific and public members
who represent many aspects of medical rehabilitation research, health policy, and support
for individuals with chronic disabilities. Agendas for these meetings are carefully planned
to maximize Board participation and constructive dialogue with NCMRR staff, ex officio
members, and other interested parties. The Board has a specific role in providing concept
clearance for upcoming NCMRR research initiatives and reviewing the implementation of
the NCMRR research plan. The Board assisted the Center in identifying new research
opportunities as part of its periodic Report to the Institute Council, which occurs every few
years. The Board also has a major role in providing input to the NIH Research Plan for
Rehabilitation Research and the NIH Rehabilitation Research Conference, which is
updated approximately every five years.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

The National Advisory Board on Medical Rehabilitation Research is composed of 18
appointed members. Twelve members are representatives of health and scientific
disciplines with expertise in areas such as physical therapy; neurobiology; physiatry;
cognitive rehabilitation; bioengineering and assistive devices; speech, language and
communication; and pediatric critical care and rehabilitation. Six members are advocates
with interest in health service delivery, ethics, health policy, and patient support. In
addition to the balance of expertise and health perspectives, the board maintains diversity
with respect to ethnicity, gender, geography, and inclusion of persons with disabilities.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

The Board met twice during this reporting period on the following dates: December 2-3,
2019 and through a virtual format on August 18, 2020. Agenda items are developed by
NCMRR staff in conjunction with input from the Board to focus on topics that are
particularly timely in the field of medical rehabilitation and relevant to improving the lives
of people with disabilities. The agenda is a mix of informational and discussion sessions
that often draw on the particular expertise and experiences of the Board members



themselves with invited participants as needed. Minutes from each meeting are distributed
to Board members and posted on the NCMRR website to invite further input from the
rehabilitation community and general public.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained
elsewhere?

The Board is composed of recognized research authorities and leading advocates in the
health care community. Because of the broad multidisciplinary nature of medical
rehabilitation research and the convergence of biomedical, behavioral, psychosocial, and
policy issues, recommendations could not be derived from individual sources in the
biomedical or health community. Moreover, this information represents the integration of
several viewpoints and balance among research and service priorities. The special nature
of these deliberations and consensus of opinion could not be derived from individual
interactions of other professional groups, nor developed by NIH staff alone.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?
N/A

21. Remarks

The DFO and Committee Decision Maker positions are held by the same individual based
on assigned duties within the IC. Committee Reports: This committee did not produce any
public reports during the fiscal year. Ex Officio Member, Dr. James Whitehead term start
date is 7/1/2019, due to an oversight, he was not listed on the 2019 report as a member.
Dr. Edelle Field-Fote was reassigned as Chair in FY19, this was inadvertently left off of
the FY19 ACR report.
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programs. The Board will review and assess Federal research priorities, activities, and
findings regarding medical rehabilitation research and will advise on the provisions of the
statute-required comprehensive research plan for the conduct, support, and coordination

of medical rehabilitation.

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements
Other

Outcome Comments
NA

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine
Under $100,000
$100,000 - $500,000
$500,001 - $1,000,000
$1,000,001 - $5,000,000
$5,000,001 - $10,000,000
Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

Checked if Applies
v

Checked if Applies

v

NIH- supported basic and clinical research accomplishments often take many years to
unfold into new diagnostic tests and new ways to treat and prevent diseases.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

for the life of the committee?
433



Number of Recommendations Comments

At the December 2019 meeting, the Board discussed connections to the larger NICHD
National Advisory Council. It went on to discuss the release and implementation of the
NICHD Strategic Plan and collaborative opportunities for rehabilitation research. The
Board received updates on the NIH Helping to End Addiction Long-term (HEAL) initiative
and discussed specific opportunities to support pain treatment and coping strategies for
people with chronic physical conditions. The Board also discussed specific research
opportunities and connections to the NIH Brain Research through Advancing Innovative
Neurotechnologies® (BRAIN) Initiative and the NIH All of Us Research Program, which
has a specific focus on personalized medicine. The Board also provided input into the
development of Rehabilitation Common Data Elements and on the creation of a Limb
Loss and Preservation Registry. The Board also got a preview of an upcoming NIH
workshop on Physical Activity to Improve the Health of Wheelchair Users. The Board
discussed various ways that the Center supports career development and made specific
recommendations on prioritization of future NCMRR resources and additional outreach
activities. The Board reviewed data on medical rehabilitation research funding across the
NIH Institutes and other federal partners, as well as across various rehabilitation patient
populations, and across research domains in order to provide NCMRR with input about
current research priorities as well as future needs and opportunities. The Board had a
discuss on strategies for working with participants to improve the validity and rigor of
research, and better strategies for including patients and their families in research studies.
The Board got a scientific presentation on pediatric rehabilitation and precision medicine,
which initiated some discussion of research opportunities in these domains. This two day
meeting resulted in about 40 recommendations. The August 2020 meeting, which
represented a rescheduling from the meeting that usually occurs in May, had to be
significantly altered because of the COVID pandemic. It was held in a virtual format and
was truncated to a four-hour meeting. The meeting started with an update from the
NICHD Institute director on larger NIH activities in response to COVID, pain research, and
reproductive and pediatric research. This was followed by updates from the NCMRR
director on NIH guidance to extramural community during the COVID-19 pandemic, which
led to a specific discussion on how the pandemic affects people with disabilities, health
service needs, and continued support for telerehabilitation and community-based
opportunities. The NCMRR Director highlighted the renewal of the rehabilitation research
infrastructure programs and specific initiatives for pediatric rehabilitation and for support of
early-career researchers. She also reviewed NCMRR outreach and workshops relating to
biomarkers, limb-loss, neuroimaging, and physical activity guidelines for wheelchair users.
The Board discussed a proposal to collaborate with the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention to add disability-related questions to the annual survey on pregnancy



experiences of women and also provided input into a proposal to encourage
undergraduate engineering students to create assistive technology solutions for people
with disabilities. The Board provided some final recommendations for the major NIH
meeting, Rehabilitation Research 2020: Envisioning a Functional Future. The Board also
provided recommendations for how to adapt the NIH program to the necessary virtual
format and how to maximize input and collaboration. The Board also reviewed plans for
rolling out the next five-year NIH Research Plan for Rehabilitation Research, providing
input on the broad research categories and how specific research opportunities have
evolved. There was a formal research presentation on Data Science in Rehabilitation,
which allowed the Board to discuss opportunities, challenges, and resources and
specifically how health service constraints impact research outcomes. This more
abbreviated still resulted in about 15 recommendations.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Fully implemented by the agency?
0%

% of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

Due to the complexity of the recommendations made by this committee on policy and
program areas, staff is unable to determine which recommendations have been fully or
partially implemented solely in response to this committee's activities.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Partially implemented by the agency?
0%

% of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Due to the complexity of the recommendations made by this committee on policy and
program areas, staff is unable to determine which recommendations have been fully or
partially implemented solely in response to this committee's activities.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to
implement recommendations or advice offered?
Yes ¥ No Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments
Meeting minutes, written documentation, oral presentations and feedback surveys.



What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or
recommendation?

Checked if Applies
Reorganized Priorities v
Reallocated resources v
Issued new regulation
Proposed legislation
Approved grants or other payments
Other

Action Comments

Due to the complexity of the recommendations made by this committee on policy and
program areas, staff is unable to determine which recommendations have been fully or
partially implemented solely in response to this committee's activities.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?
No

Grant Review Comments
NA

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?
Checked if Applies
Contact DFO v
Online Agency Web Site
Online Committee Web Site
Online GSA FACA Web Site
Publications
Other

NE NN

Access Comments
IC CMO: Lisa Neal, NICHD Committee Management Officer; contact information:
lisa.neal@nih.gov



