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1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
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Office of AIDS Research Advisory Council           1918

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 06/27/2020 06/27/2022

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Statutory (Congress Created)

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
42 USC 300cc-40a 06/10/1993 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board

16a. Total Number of

Reports

No Reports for this

FiscalYear
                                                    

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates

No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants

18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)

18d. Total



0.000.0019. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The Office of AIDS Research Advisory Council (OARAC) is composed of highly qualified

individuals who possess scientific expertise in HIV/AIDS research and a public

commitment to advance the HIV/AIDS scientific agenda. The Council provides a breadth

and balance of specialized knowledge necessary to advise the Director of the Office of

AIDS Research (OAR) and the Director of the National Institutes of Health. The NIH

Revitalization Act of 1993 called for the establishment of OARAC to provide advice on

planning, coordination, and evaluating AIDS research supported by the NIH and to advise

on the awarding of funds from the OAR Discretionary Fund, now referred to as the OAR

Strategic Fund and the OAR Innovation Fund. The OAR depends heavily on the Council's

advice in the extensive process of reviewing all NIH AIDS research and developing

long-term research plans. To accomplish this, briefing sessions on specific topics that are

timely and of relevance were presented during FY2020 to update the OARAC. Updates

included information on the relationship between drug use and addiction related HIV/AIDS

research activities and cost sharing opportunities, particularly among populations who use

drugs; information regarding the NIH Strategic Plan for HIV and HIV-Related Research;

information from the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA); information on

the NIH Tribal Research Office; information on the Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE)

research and initiatives; interagency discussion panel on EHE with leadership; data

modeling to help improve HIV patient outcomes related to age and multimorbidity,

optimizing the use of novel diagnostic tools to improve treatment outcomes among those

on ART: and the role of simulation models to improve care for adolescents and young

adults affected by HIV. Information was also presented regarding Interim Guidance for

COVID-19 and Persons with HIV; discussions from the OAR Task Force on COVID-19

including HIV research recovery planning and efforts during and after the COVID-19

pandemic. In addition, each of the 3 FY20 meetings included timely information from the

five HIV guidelines working groups under OARAC: Adult/Adolescent ARV,

Adult/Adolescent Opportunistic Infection; Perinatal; Pediatric ARV and Pediatric

Opportunistic infection, as well as the four NIH advisory councils that report to OARAC:

the AIDS Research Advisory Committee, the National Advisory Mental Health Council, the

National Advisory Council on Drug Abuse, and the National Cancer Advisory Board.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

The OARAC is composed of eighteen authorized members, twelve of whom are

authorities in the fields of molecular biology, immunology, virology, neurology, pediatrics,

vaccine development, antiviral development, clinical care, animal model research,

retrovirology, structural biology, infectious disease, epidemiology, mental health, and



substance abuse/addictions sciences. Six public members have expertise in public policy,

health policy, economics, and management.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

The OARAC meets approximately three times a year and provides advice on a continuing

basis on the direction of the NIH AIDS research program, the development and annual

review of a comprehensive plan for the conduct and support of all AIDS activities of the

agencies of NIH, including direct involvement in budget projections for carrying out the

plan which includes an estimate of the number and type of personnel needed for OAR.

The Committee conducted three meetings on the following dates: 10/28/2019, 02/27/2020

and 06/25/2020.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

The committee and membership requirements are specifically addressed in statute. AIDS

research is conducted throughout the NIH, which includes 23 Institutes and Centers, and

3 NIH OD Offices. The OARAC is the only council with advisory responsibilities applicable

to the entire NIH AIDS research program. Therefore, it is essential to the coordination of

the NIH AIDS scientific effort and research direction of the agency's AIDS programs.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?

There were no closed or partially closed meetings in FY 2020.

21. Remarks

There were no formal, substantive committee reports made to the Agency, the President,

or the Congress in FY 2020. General Information: The Committee charter specifies not

more than 18 members and at least 11 non-voting ex officio members, currently there are

18 members and 12 ex officio members. Members: Members Dazon Dixon-Diallo, Lynne

Mofenson, Scott Rhodes, and Charles Wira were administratively extended until

3/28/2020 while new members are completing the appointment process. Dr. Ingrid

Bassett, Dr. John Chin, Dr. Jennifer Kates and Dr. William Powederly were all

administratively extended until 3/29/2021 pending their replacements. Ex Officio member

Dr. Maureen Goodenow was inadvertently omitted on the 2019 ACR report, she has been

included on this 2020 report. Member Jennifer Kates was re-assigned from regular

member to committee Chair on the 2019 Slate. In 2019-2020 the Office of the General

Counsel reviewed the committee charter and determined that Roy Gulick, a non-Fed who

was chair of the guidelines working group, was incorrectly reported as an ex officio. He

has been removed from this report. Five Ex Officio members (Chaisson, Raab-Traub,

Chang, Greenberg, and del Rio) are paid by their other appointed committee as Special



Government Employees. These members serve on OARAC as required by the Charter as

representatives of the other specific Council they are members of. The Daily salary costs

have been estimated for Federal Ex Officio members of this committee. The dollar figure

represents a portion of their salary. No funds have been transferred between the

committee and the agency. No additional funds are paid to Federal employees due to

membership on this committee.

Designated Federal Officer

Mary T Glenshaw Supervisory Health Science Administrator
Committee

Members
Start End Occupation Member Designation

ANDERSON,

JAMES 
 10/01/2019  09/30/2024 

Director, Division of Program Coordination, Planning and

Strategic Initiatives, NIH
Ex Officio Member

AZAR, ALEX  01/29/2018  01/20/2021 Secretary, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Ex Officio Member

BASSETT,

INGRID 
 10/07/2019  03/29/2021 Associate Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

BRANDEAU,

MARGARET 
 10/23/2019  09/30/2022 Professor, Stanford University

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

BURDO, TRICIA  03/13/2018  09/30/2021 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

CHIN, JOHN  05/23/2017  03/29/2021 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HUNTER COLLEGE

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

COLLINS,

FRANCIS 
 08/16/2009  01/20/2021 DIRECTOR, NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH Ex Officio Member

CRANE, HEIDI  01/15/2020  09/30/2022 Professor, University of Washington

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

DAVEY,

VICTORIA 
 10/01/2019  09/30/2024 Chief Officer, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Ex Officio Member

DEE, LYNDA  03/01/2019  09/30/2021 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND CO-FOUNDER, AIDS ACTION

BALTIMORE

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

DIEFFENBACH,

CARL 
 10/01/2019  09/30/2024 Director, Division of AIDS, NIAID, NIH Ex Officio Member

GOODENOW,

MAUREEN 
 10/01/2018  09/30/2022 Director, Office of AIDS Research, NIH Ex Officio Member

KATES,

JENNIFER 
 08/19/2017  03/29/2021 

VICE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR, GLOBAL HEALTH AND

HIV POLICY, HENRY J. KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

MERMIN,

JONATHAN 
 10/01/2019  09/30/2024 Director, Centers for Disease Control and Preventionc Ex Officio Member

POWDERLY,

WILLIAM 
 03/08/2019  03/29/2021 

DR.J. WILLIAM CAMPBELL PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE,

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

RAAB-TRAUB,

NANCY 
 04/25/2017  03/09/2021 Professor, Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center Ex Officio Member

SACHA, JONAH  02/14/2020  09/30/2022 Professor, Oregon Health & Science University

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member



Checked if Applies

SCARSI,

KIMBERLY 
 03/07/2019  09/30/2021 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA

MEDICAL CENTER

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

SCHACKMAN,

BRUCE 
 03/07/2019  09/30/2021 

SAUL.P STEINBERG DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR,

CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

TAIWO,

BABAFEMI 
 03/21/2019  09/30/2021 

APROFESSOR OF MEDICINE AND CHIEF,

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

TOLBERT,

BLANTON 
 12/10/2019  09/30/2022 Professor, Case Western Reserve University

Special Government

Employee (SGE)

Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 21

Narrative Description

The goal of NIH research is to acquire new knowledge to help prevent, detect, diagnose,

and treat disease and disability, from the rarest genetic disorder to the common cold. The

NIH mission is to uncover new knowledge that will lead to better health for everyone. All of

the NIH Institutes and Centers sponsor AIDS research. The OARAC is the only council

with advisory responsibilities applicable to the entire NIH AIDS research program.

Therefore, it is essential to the coordination of the NIH AIDS scientific effort and research

direction of the agency’s AIDS programs. At each meeting, the OARAC receives an

update on the activities of the five Working Groups. These Working Groups are sponsored

under the auspices of the OARAC and are responsible for the development of

state-of-the-science federal guidelines for the medical management of HIV disease and its

associated coinfections and opportunistic infections in adults, adolescents, and children. 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements

Other

Outcome Comments



Checked if Applies

NA

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

NIH supported basic and clinical research accomplishments which often take many years

to unfold into new diagnostic tests and new ways to treat and prevent diseases.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

168 

Number of Recommendations Comments

Briefing sessions on specific topics that are timely and of relevance were presented

during FY2020 to update the OARAC with several recommendations: October 2019 -

Recommendation for (1) description of clinical HIV guidelines review processes across

the five OARAC working groups; (2) a more rapid update of the Adult and Adolescent

ARV Guidelines regarding treatment as prevention or U=U, noting the urgency felt by the

community on this issue. OARAC moved to emphasize the urgency of this issue and

encouraged the panel to publish its update in December 2019, rather than January 2020,

and requested a more detailed explanation of the update process at a future meeting. The

Guidelines representatives agreed to incorporate these recommendations in their plans.

February 2020- Recommendation for (1) further coordination with other international

groups in addition to PEPFAR; (2) additional linkage of OAR efforts with efforts related to

the ongoing opioid epidemic; (3) reporting at a future OARAC meeting from a committee

working to include pregnant women in clinical trials; (4) consideration of opportunities to

further understand the new coronavirus emerging in late 2019 in the context of HIV and

access to treatment during disasters; and (5) adding K awards or other training related

components to the Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative June 2020- Recommendation for (1)



linking the Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative activities to COVID-19-related activities,

particularly because the many years of investment in HIV research infrastructure are the

reason this infrastructure is available to conduct COVID-19 research; (2) inclusion of

community members in the discussions of COVID-19 and HIV trial designs, reviews, and

protocols; (3) exploration of the collateral damage of COVID-19 on the HIV infrastructure,

including how well people are maintaining their treatment and how they are adapting to

the new environment; (4) recommend exploration of the effects of age on both the course

of COVID-19 among persons with HIV and interactions of multiple medications; (5)

quantification of the impact of this the COVID-19 epidemic on other major health issues,

especially in resource-constrained settings; (6) ensuring that NIH-supported HIV research

remains possible is critical to drive research in academia; (7) recommend that extending

the length of grants should be considered given research delays from the COVID-19

pandemic.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

0% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

Due to the complexity of the recommendations made by this committee, staff is unable to

determine which recommendations have been fully or partially implemented solely in

response to this committee's activities.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

0% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

Due to the complexity of the recommendations made by this committee, staff is unable to

determine which recommendations have been fully or partially implemented solely in

response to this committee's activities.

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

Minutes, oral presentations, and written reports.



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

The Committee makes recommendations to the federal staff on the planning,

coordination, and evaluation of research and other activities in respect to AIDS conducted

or supported by the NIH. OARAC also advises the Secretary of Health and Human

Services, the Assistant Secretary for Health, the Director of NIH, and the Director of OAR,

on AIDS research programs, the development and annual review of the comprehensive

plan for the conduct and support of all AIDS activities of the agencies of NIH, including

research policies and priorities, and the coordination of domestic and international NIH

AIDS efforts.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

NA

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

N/A


