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2021 Current Fiscal Year Report: National Toxicology Program Board of

Scientific Counselors 

Report Run Date: 05/10/2021 09:00:23 PM

1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
Department of Health and Human Services           2021

3. Committee or Subcommittee           
3b. GSA Committee

No.
National Toxicology Program Board of Scientific

Counselors
          113

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 11/14/2020 11/14/2022

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Authorized by Law

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
42 U.S.C. 217a 11/17/1962 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Other Committee

16a. Total Number of

Reports

No Reports for this

FiscalYear
                                                    

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates

No Meetings

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants



0.000.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.0018c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)

18d. Total

19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The National Toxicology Program (NTP) Board of Scientific Counselors (BSC) is a

technical advisory body established to advise the NTP Executive Committee and NTP

Director on matters relating to scientific program content and to evaluate the scientific

merits of the intramural and collaborative programs of the NTP. The BSC typically meets

twice annually and convenes working groups and subcommittees to address special

programmatic issues as needed. Meetings are open to the public and webcast, written

comments were received, and time was provided at the meeting for oral public comment.

Information about BSC meetings can be found at http://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/go/164.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

Members of the BSC are selected from recognized authorities knowledgeable in fields

such as toxicology, pharmacology, pathology, biochemistry, epidemiology, mutagenesis,

immunology, carcinogenesis, industrial hygiene, reproductive toxicology, and biostatistics.

The Secretary, Health and Human Services, appoints members to the BSC. The

members review the NTP activities in the above areas and provide scientific oversight to

the program.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

The BSC typically meets twice each fiscal year and convenes working groups and

subcommittees to address special programmatic issues. Continuation of the BSC is

necessary because there is no other available source that can provide a proper blend of

programmatic review and advice needed by the NTP. The BSC met once this fiscal year.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

Because of the unique function and objectives of the NTP within the public sector, an

independent advisory board is required that includes a breadth of scientific expertise

within the membership and a membership that can evaluate and advise on activities

ranging from basic research to actual large-scale chemical testing.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?

N/A

21. Remarks



Committee Function - Other, Scientific and Technical Peer Review. Based on the

assignment of duties within the National Toxicology Program, the designated federal

official (DFO) and committee decision maker positions are held by the same individual.

Reports: This committee did not produce any reports during this fiscal year. Members:

FY20 retirees, Paul Brandt-Rauf, Myrtle Davis, Jennifer Sass, and Donald Stump were

administratively extended as per the Charter. FY19 retirees, Kass, Barlow, McMartin,

Ramos, Stevens, and Waters were administratively extended as well and are, therefore,

included in the FY20 report. Kenneth McMartin was the Chair, until 12/2019 and David

Eaton is currently the "Acting" Chair. He will be officially reassigned once the 2020

nomination slate is approved.

Designated Federal Officer

MARY WOLFE DIRECTOR, NTP OFFICE OF LIAISON, POLICY AND REVIEW
Committee

Members
Start End Occupation Member Designation

BERUBE, DAVID  06/10/2019  06/30/2022 
PROFESSOR, NORTH CAROLINA STATE

UNIVERSITY

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

BRANDT-RAUF,

PAUL 
 11/11/2016  12/27/2020 OFFICE OF THE DEAN, DREXEL UNIVERSITY

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

CHIU,

WEIHSUEH 
 06/10/2019  06/30/2022 PROFESSOR, TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

DAVIS, MYRTLE  07/22/2016  12/27/2020 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB
Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

Eaton, David  06/10/2019  06/30/2022 
PROFESSOR EMERITUS, UNIVERSITY OF

WASHINGTON

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

FELTER, SUSAN  06/10/2019  06/30/2022 RESEARCH FELLOW, PROCTER & GAMBLE
Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

MICHAELS,

DAVID 
 06/10/2019  06/30/2022 

PROFESSOR, GEORGE WASHINGTON

UNIVERSITY

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

RYAN, ANNE  06/10/2019  06/30/2022 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PFIZER, INC.
Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

SASS, JENNIFER 11/11/2016  12/27/2020 
SENIOR SCIENTIST, NATURAL RESOURCES

DEFENSE COUNCIL

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

STUMP,

DONALD 
 11/11/2016  12/27/2020 

SENIOR DIRECTOR OF TOXICOLOGY, CHARLES

RIVER LABORATORIES

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

TILTON, SUSAN  06/10/2019  06/30/2022 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, OREGON STATE

UNIVERSITY

Special Government Employee

(SGE) Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 11

Narrative Description

The National Toxicology Program Board of Scientific Counselors (Board) is a technical

advisory body established to advise the National Toxicology Program (NTP) Executive

Committee and Program Director on matters relating to the scientific program content and

to evaluate the scientific merits of the intramural and collaborative programs of the NTP,

and as requested by the Secretary, undertake peer review of extramural funding

applications as required by section 492 of the public Health Service Act, as amended. 



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements

Other

Outcome Comments

NA

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

NIH supported basic and clinical research accomplishments often take many years to

unfold into new diagnostic tests and new ways to treat and prevent diseases.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

193 

Number of Recommendations Comments

The BSC meeting was held on February 21, 2020, via webcast, to review and provide

scientific input on the NTP’s activities and collaborative programs. Agenda topics included



discussions and presentations on: 1. Evolving the Paradigm: In Vivo to In Vitro

Extrapolation, Microphysiological Systems-Enabled “Virtual Human” Hazard Assessment:

A Concept. The BSC heard how microphysiological systems offer an opportunity to get

closer to the complexity of in vivo systems to potentially re-invent how toxicology is done.

2. Understanding Human Exposure to Nanoparticles/Microplastics: Novel Agents Bring

Novel Challenges. The board was briefed on recent developments in research on human

exposure to nanoplastics and microplastics, including the global challenge represented by

plastic waste, and provided an update on activities by national and international regulatory

agencies addressing the problem. 3. Hypertensive Disorders of Pregnancy and

Environmental Exposures: Disease as a Toxicology Focus. The board was briefed on

recent work related to hypertensive disorders of pregnancy (HDP) and environmental

exposures. Based on the NTP nomination to evaluate emerging health issues associated

with ambient air pollution, HDP were identified as an emerging air pollution-related health

issue affecting mother and child. HDP affect up to 10% of pregnancies worldwide and are

a leading cause of maternal and fetal mortality and morbidity. Preeclampsia is the most

common form of hypertension during pregnancy and causes 60,000+ maternal deaths

and 500,000 fetal deaths each year. 4. NTP Studies of Per- and Poly-fluoroalkyl

Substances: Understanding Human Translation. The BSC was briefed on NTP studies of

per and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Among the multiple chemicals within the

PFAS class, manufacturers have agreed to discontinue the use of perfluorooctanoic acid

(PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) due to widespread exposure and health

concerns. While exposure has declined for some PFAS, newer PFAS have been

identified. PFOA cancer assessments were undertaken in 2016 by the International

Agency for Research on Cancer and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

The BSC had 5 recommendations concerning PFAS and PFOA with regards to public

communications and 2 recommendations for the concept, In Vivo to In Vitro Extrapolation,

Microphysiological Systems-Enabled “Virtual Human” Hazard Assessment, initiative which

included using animal-derived cell systems to make comparisons with the animal studies

and collecting pharmacokinetic data that may be relevant.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

0% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

Due to the large breadth and complexity of the recommendations made by this committee,

staff is unable to determine which recommendations have been fully or partially

implemented solely in response to this committee's activities.



Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

0% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

NA

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

Website and at subsequent meetings.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

The Committee makes recommendations to federal staff. The National Toxicology

Program (NTP) Board of Scientific Counselors (BSC) advises the NTP Executive

Committee and NTP Director on matters relating to scientific program content and to

evaluate the scientific merits of the intramural and collaborative programs of the NTP.

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

Although grant reviews are included in the duties of this Board, there were no grant

reviews performed during this fiscal year.

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?



Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

Newsletter, List Serve


