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1. Department or Agency 2. Fiscal Year
Department of Agriculture 2026
_ _ 3b. GSA Committee
3. Committee or Subcommittee NG
Advisory Committee on Minority
72334

Farmers
4. Is this New During 5. Current 6. Expected 7. Expected

Fiscal Year? Charter Renewal Date Term Date
No 09/16/2024 09/16/2026
_ . 8b. Specific
8a. Was Terminated During L 8c. Actual
) Termination
FiscalYear? _ Term Date
Authority
No
9. Agency , , 10b.
i 10a. Legislation i i
Recommendation for Next , Legislation
i Reqg to Terminate? i
FiscalYear Pending?
Continue Not Applicable Not Applicable
11. Establishment Authority Statutory (Congress Created)
- . 13. 14.

12. Specific Establishment _ . 14c.

_ Effective Commitee _ _
Authority Presidential?

Date Type

Section 14008 of the Food

Conservation, and Energy o
06/18/2008 Continuing No

Act of 2008, Pub. L. 110-246,

122 Stat. 1651.

15. Description of Committee National Policy Issue Advisory

Board
16a. Total

No Reports for
Number of .

this FiscalYear
Reports
17a.

Open 0 17b. Closed 0 17c. Partially Closed 0 Other Activities0 17d. Total 0

Meetings and Dates
No Meetings



18a(1). Personnel Pmts to
Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to
Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to
Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to
Non-Member Consultants
18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to
Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to
Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to
Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to
Non-member Consultants
18c. Administrative Costs (FRNSs,
contractor support,
In-person/hybrid/virtual
meetings)

18d. Other (all other funds not
captured by any other cost
category)

18e. Total Costs

19. Federal Staff Support Years
(FTE)

Current Next
FY FY

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

$0.00$0.00

0.00 0.00

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its

purpose?

This Committee continues to advise the Secretary
of Agriculture on the administration of outreach
and assistance for the Socially Disadvantaged
Minority (and Veteran) Farmers and Ranchers; the
2501 Program; and consider ways that the USDA
can continue building an inclusive future in



agriculture with targeted outreach and assistance
to minority farmers and ranchers; and how to
increase participation of targeted groups in USDA
programs.

20b. How does the Committee balance its
membership?

The Committee is composed of 15 members and
includes: not less than four socially disadvantaged
farmers or ranchers; not less than two
representatives of nonprofit organizations with a
history of working with socially disadvantaged
farmers or ranchers; not less than two civil rights
professionals; and not less than two
representatives of institutions of higher education
with demonstrated experience working with
socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers. Each
committee member is appointed to two-year terms
up to a maximum consecutive 6 consecutive years
(i.e., 3 terms).

20c. How frequent and relevant are the
Committee Meetings?

The estimated number of meetings per year are
two (with possible virtual meetings on topics
generated from those in-person meetings). For
limited purposes, virtual meetings may occur to
continue deliberations and generate
recommendations on matters or measures
pursued in prior public meetings that need to be
revisited.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this
committee provides be obtained elsewhere?

It is in the public interest for the Committee to
remain active because this Committee is uniquely
situated to facilitate and continue this critical
dialogue where views and experiences among
socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and



USDA are exchanged. It is expected that these
exchanges will result in quantifiably increased
participation of socially disadvantaged farmers
and ranchers in USDA programs, and positively
impact the overall effectiveness and reach of

these programs.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or

partially closed committee meetings?

N/A

21. Remarks

During FY 2025, the committee did not meet or
make recommendations. The members expired in
December 2025. The committee works in the
interest of the public to ensure socially

disadvantaged farmers -- particularly those

throughout rural America -- have access to USDA

programs. These recommendation comments

were produced based on information provided by

the previous DFO.

Designated Federal Officer
Patricia Patnode Designated Federal Officer
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Crawford,
. 12/06/2023
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Mangano, Representative

12/06/2023 12/05/2025 Producer

Julian Member
Ratcliff, Rancher and  Representative
) 12/06/2023 12/05/2025
Kimberly Advocate Member
) Representative
Rowe, Sedrick 12/06/2023 12/05/2025 Producer
Member
Professor Representative
Sanchez, Elsa 12/06/2023 12/05/2025 )
Extension Member
Stamps, Rancher and  Representative
12/06/2023 12/05/2025
Delmer Advocate Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 13

Narrative Description

The purposes of the Committee are to advise the Secretary of
Agriculture on the administration of the Outreach and Assistance
for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers Competitive
Grants Program (2501 Program), to advise the Secretary on how to
increase participation of socially disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers in USDA programs, and to advise the Secretary about
civil rights activities at USDA as such activities affect USDA
programs. The Advisory Committee on Minority Farmers’ (“the
Committee”) charter was established pursuant to section 14008 of
the Food Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, Pub. L. 110-246,
122 Stat. 1651, 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2279). The charter was last filled
September 16, 2024, and is effective until two years after that date.
The Committee’s overarching purpose is to advise the Secretary of
Agriculture on: « The implementation of section 2501 of the Food,
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 2279); ¢
Methods of maximizing the participation of minority farmers and
ranchers in U.S. Department of Agriculture programs; and ¢ Civil
rights activities within the Department, as such activities relate to
participants in such programs.

What are the most significant program outcomes associated
with this committee?

Checked if
Applies
Improvements to health or safety
Trust in government v
Major policy changes v

Advance in scientific research



Effective grant making
Improved service delivery e
Increased customer satisfaction v

Implementation of laws or regulatory
requirements
Other

Outcome Comments

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?
Checked if Applies

None

Unable to Determine v

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

USDA has charged this committee with very specific objectives in terms of its focus--all of
which will positively impact customer experiences and that necessarily translates into cost
savings -- by seamlessly meeting those objectives.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee
for the life of the committee?
153

Number of Recommendations Comments
No recommendations FY25. 135 (previous FYs) + 18 new recommendations tendered in
July FY24 right before the members' terms expired = 153 Total FYs for life of committee

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Fully implemented by the agency?
88%



% of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments
12.0%

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Partially implemented by the agency?
0%

% of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments
N/A

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to
implement recommendations or advice offered?
Yes No ¥ Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

Significantly, the USDA has put in place an internal process for tracking recommendations
tendered, actions taken (or recommendations tabled and the reasons therefore), and
compiling them in a centered database so that replies to public inquiries around specific
recommendations may be timely and properly addressed. OPPE's position is that it may
nevertheless be challenging to gauge the extent to which a specific recommendation may
be implemented given its role and relationships with the agencies who are tasked with
doing so. OPPE has put in place its own mechanisms for internal engagement with
Agency POCs but understands that OSEC may be in the best position to determine
outcomes of this sort given that any advice rendered would need to be 'assigned' or
tasked by OSEC to the respective agencies with oversight or responsibility for stated
objectives. OSEC has committed to responding to committee reports, acknowledging
committee efforts, time, and resources. In special instances, OSEC may respond to
specific recommendations, as appropriate.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or
recommendation?
Checked if Applies

Reorganized Priorities v
Reallocated resources v
Issued new regulation v

Proposed legislation
Approved grants or other payments
Other



Action Comments

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?
No

Grant Review Comments
N/A

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?
Checked if Applies

Contact DFO v

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

RN NN

Access Comments
In addition to Federal Register notices, emails, flyers (bilingual) and press releases are
issued to notify the public of meetings and other information regarding the Committee.



